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From dust jacket notes: "In Cold Nights and Fast Trails Dave Olesen pays homage to the sport and

art of dog sled racing. While he includes detailed description of breeding techniques, training

regimens and the big races, he finds his most poetic expression covering the 'why' of dog sledding.

Why people endure -40 degree weather and vicious storms. Why they train for months to prepare

for the race circuit. Why they exchange 'normal' lives with well-heated homes, regular pay checks

and creature comforts for a lifestyle embracing a single mindedness of purpose - a fanatical

dedication to dogs and the empty spaces of the north. Olesen discovers the why and reveals it

beautifully. It is more than the lure of the north. Dave has not romanticized his sport. He has

experienced, though, the exhilaration and freedom of life on the trail. This is a book for everyone

who loves dogs, the north and the exploration of the human spirit. Winner of the Iditarod, the world's

most grueling dog sled race, Libby Riddles describes the book as 'an account of northern lifestyle to

the extreme.' Dave, she adds, describes vividly the 'daily triumphs, the wild beauty, the pleasure of

the motion as the dogs run side by side,' as well as the 'hardships, the weather, and the

disappointments.' It is the dogs, though, that animate this book...."
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